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Excerpt: . . . use of these compounds with the responsibility of
protecting the Great Lakes as a resource. In the final analysis,
environmental resource management comes down to a trade-
off between acceptable risks and unacceptable costs, and best
judgments leading to a suitable balance can only be achieved
if the information base is sound. 2. 4 Program Objectives Our
primary objective is the development of the necessary tools (
models, etc. ) that will enable us to reliably information base,
network of experts, predict the consequences to the Great
Lakes ecosystem of alternative toxic This requires the
systematic understanding of the major management decisions.
ecosystem processes that affect or are affected by the
substance ( s ) under con-Preliminary modeling efforts by
ourselves and others and discus-sideration. sions with many
experts allowed us to approach the development of these tools
A diagram of a generalized aquatic ecosystem appears...
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