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and so they are often called the men of 1830. This appellation
allows Corot, who never lived at Barbizon, to be included in the
group. Secondly, we are to remember that France had
maintained for several hundred years a very high standard of
draughtsmanship. One of the most valued paintings in this
collection is the Portrait (148), hung near Reynolds s
IVedgewood, by Hyacinthe Rigaut, who was born in the province
of Languedoc in 1659. He was a favourite court painter; he
painted five kings; was pensioned by Louis XV.; died 1743. Careful
scrutiny of the canvas will reveal this high standard of
draughtsmanship that was always staring the French painter in
the face. Worthy of Van Dyke (it is a hundred times better than
the Van Dyke No. 9), it is full of subtile draughtmanship and
scholarly modelling, the aristocratic pose stamping it as...
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