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Book ***** Print on Demand *****The House of Representatives is expressly authorized within the United States
Constitution (Article I, Section 5, clause 2) to discipline or punish its own Members. This authority of the
institution of the House to discipline a Member for disorderly Behaviour is in addition to any criminal or civil
liability that a Member of the House may incur for particular misconduct, and is a device or procedure
designed not so much as merely a punishment of the individual Member, but rather ultimately as a measure to
protect the institutional integrity of the House of Representatives, its proceedings and its reputation.
Congressional discipline of a Member by the House of Representatives is done by the House itself, without the
necessity of Senate concurrence, and may take several forms. The most common forms of discipline in the
House are now expulsion, censure, or reprimand, although the House may also discipline its Members in others
ways, including fine or monetary restitution, loss of seniority, and suspension or loss of certain privileges. In
addition to such sanctions imposed by the full House of Representatives, the standing committee in the House
dealing with ethics and official conduct matters, the House Committee on Standards of Official Conduct, .
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