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B-284442 per pupil expenditure averaged 6, 189 in school year 1997-98, and state averages ranged from 3, 969
to 9, 643. Although many charter schools use this per pupil allocation to help pay their facility costs ( typically
rent and renovation expenses ), the literature indicates that the allocation often does not fully cover these costs
for several reasons. First, charter schools in many states receive less than 100 percent of the allocation that
school districts or states give to traditional public schools. Allocations for charter schools range from 75 to 100
percent of what other schools receive. For example, in one county in Colorado, traditional public schools
received an annual allocation of 4, 555. 66 per pupil for operations in school year 1998-99. In contrast, charter
schools in that county received 85 percent of the per pupil allocation, or 3, 873. 21. Second, because of their
small enrollments, charter schools often cannot take advantage of the economies of scale that larger
traditional public schools realize. The allocation is based on enrollment, and most charter schools are small.
Education reported in 1998 that 34. 8 percent of all charter schools and 36. 5 percent of new start-ups had
enrollments of less than 100 students, while only 8. 6 percent of traditional public schools had fewer than 100
students enrolled. Finally, the per pupil allocation is based on the average cost per student for operating
expenses and does not include costs for financing a facility. For example, in the Colorado...
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