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Darla Miner, Jill Zitnay, Exploring Nonfiction with Young Learners explores the four basic nonfiction structures
that the youngest learners are most likely to encounter: descriptive, recount/collection, procedural, and
explanatory texts. This book also includes information to help teach four, more complex structures that
younger readers sometimes encounter during read-alouds: comparison, response, causation/cause and eDect,
and persuasive genres. This book is organized to help plan lessons using each type of nonfiction structure.
Strategies and suggestions for activities to use before, during and aEer reading are included. Templates and
graphic organizers are also provided in order to facilitate planning, and oDer additional resources. Detailed
information about each text structure as well as mentor texts to illustrate each type is included. Text structures,
as well as text access features, are defined and located in easy reference charts. Whole class and small group
planning ideas are included throughout the book in order to allow for diDerentiation. Additionally, assessment
ideas, sample think-alouds, lesson planning templates, and sample lessons with completed graphic organizers
are included for each text structure.
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